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By Lisa Chontos

IT’S A $40,000 WEDDING. THE CEREMONY WAS STUNNING,
and the reception dinner menu suggests that the night will only get
better. Two hundred friends and family have gathered from far and wide
in the banquet room. There’s just one thing missing: the newlyweds.
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In her thirteen years in the wedding
business, Barbara Gabaldon has seen it all
– the good, the surprising, and something
else she calls “spooky.” Remembering one
of the all-time most unique situations she’s
ever had to deal with, she says, “The bride
and groom just went up to their room and
didn’t come back down.”
When Gabaldon finally went to knock
on the door of their hotel suite, the bride
cracked open the door and instructed her
to start serving the food. So, Barbara
returned to the reception and had the
banquet staff start serving the guests. “I
cut the cake myself, Yikes!” Gabaldon says,
“And they never came down.”
Through it all, Gabaldon has never had
a day where she woke up and didn’t
feel like going to work. “Is this really work?”
she grins and leans forward as if about
to share a secret. “I throw parties for a
living. Come on.”
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Having produced weddings that ranged
from $500 to $70,000, she prides herself
on being able to work with any budget.
“I really love doing this.”
She has produced destination weddings
with star-studded guest lists and helicopter arrivals. But even more memorable for
her are the smaller ones. One woman who
had been married for five years came to
Gabaldon because she had never had a
wedding. The budget was limited, but
Gabaldon arranged an 8 p.m. service done
entirely in candlelight, followed by a
champagne toast and desserts. “She had
the most beautiful smile,” Gabaldon
remembers. “It was important to me to do
it for her.”
Shortly after her recent relocation
from New Mexico to San Antonio,
Gabaldon received invitations to work
for a few hotels. But she chose to work
at the Crowne Plaza Riverwalk because

it had the best “feel.” It’s home.
Unlike many venues, the Crowne Plaza
Riverwalk offers an all-inclusive wedding
package. To keep it simple, when you tell
Gabaldon your food preferences and how
many adults and children you’re inviting, she
calculates one price that includes your meal,
linens, ballroom setup, service fee and tax.
It also includes wedding night accommodations for the bride and groom. It’s easy!
And by January 2008, the Crowne Plaza
will complete $6.5 million in renovations. All
the banquet rooms, public areas, and guest
rooms will be redone, and the new color
scheme will include rich golds and aquas.
Fully equipped with their own tables,
chairs, and linens, they offer off-site catering as well.
Gabaldon’s advice for brides: “Let
me know what you want, and we’ll get
there. But enjoy the process – it’s part of
W
the ride!” ●

